
u3a Bike Rides 

Greenwich and Bermondsey 

Tuesday 4th November 

 

 

 

A very select group of 6 women led by Niesje 

cycled from Brockwell Park to Hackford Road 

where Vincent van Gogh lived at number 87 

between 1873-74.  

 

He had been transferred there from The Hague 

branch of the Goupil and Company (art dealers) 

to the London Branch in Covent Garden, 

Southampton Street. Alas, the building no longer 

exists.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The house where he lived is now an arts centre. Many buildings, a school and streets in the 

area are named after Vincent van Gogh. 

 

Vincent walked from Hackford Road to Covent Garden every day. We followed in some of his 

footsteps with our bikes.  

 

We stopped briefly at Van Gogh Walk nearby, a very peaceful, planted area with some 

benches under olive trees. We then cycled on to Kennington Park for our coffee stop. 

 

Niesje had researched this trip very well and had brought some books about Van Gogh. She 

explained a little bit more about his life and his art. 

 

Niesje had recently visited the Van Gogh museum in Amsterdam. 

 



We did not cycle to Covent Garden because the building where he worked no longer exists. 

Instead, we cycled over Westminster bridge to have lunch at EV, a Turkish restaurant in 

Waterloo. After lunch we cycled home, each taking our respective routes at the end of 

Kennington Road. 

 

 

Riders: Niesje (ride leader) Dilwen, Judy, Tacey, Valerie, Daniela 

Report: Daniela 
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A sketch of Westminster on headed note 

paper of the Goupil and Company art 

dealership. 

 

A sketch of Austin Friars , now the Dutch 

Church in Broad Street Ward, in the City of 

London. 
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